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Data on Delta 
A dashboard on the latest Covid-19 situation in ASEAN 

Among the major ASEAN countries, the number of incremental cases in 
Indonesia is the highest. Indeed, it broke above the 40,000 level yesterday for 
the first time since the pandemic began. However, as a proportion of its 
population, Malaysia reports the highest number of cases, at over 250 cases 
per million people. At the other end of the spectrum lies Singapore, whose 
measures appear to have successfully nipped the recent uptick in the bud. 

 
Source: OCBC, Our World in Data. Note: Due to different reporting timelines, data for 

some countries might be lagging others. 
 

The ongoing surge places heavy strains on the region’s healthcare sector, 
perhaps none more so than in Indonesia, where death rate has climbed. News 
suggesting that healthcare workers have lost their lives, despite having been 
fully vaccinated with Sinovac vaccine before, points to a challenging situation.  

 
Source: OCBC, Our World in Data. Note: Due to different reporting timelines, data for 

some countries might be lagging others. 
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A lack of robust testing-and-tracing infrastructure could be hampering 
Indonesia’s fight against the surge as well. It is testing a lot fewer of its 
population than most others in the region.  

 
Source: OCBC, Our World in Data. Note: Due to different reporting timelines, data for 

some countries might be lagging others. 
 

As a reflection of the low testing rate – and the likely still-prevalent nature of 
the ongoing spread – Indonesia’s positivity rate is very high, with more than a 
quarter of tests returning positive. More broadly, it is also concerning that, as 
of the latest data available, the positivity rates in Malaysia and the Philippines 
are considered high as well. For what it’s worth, the WHO has set a 5% 
positivity threshold. Anything above that number suggests that there remain a 
sizable number of silent spreaders in the communities.  

 
Source: OCBC, Our World in Data. Note: Due to different reporting timelines, data for 
some countries might be lagging others. Thailand does not report the positivity rate. 



OCBC TREASURY RESEARCH 
Regional Snapshot 
13 July 2021  

Treasury Research & Strategy 3 

 

In response to the surge, ASEAN authorities have undertaken lockdowns of 
various restrictive degrees. Malaysia has had one of the most stringent 
measures since early June, although cases do not appear to come under 
control yet. Indonesia has shaken off initial reluctance and has rolled out 
restrictions in the more populous regions of Java and Bali, and now beyond.  

 
Source: OCBC, Our World in Data, Oxford’s Blavatnik School of Government. Note: 

Due to different reporting timelines, data for some countries might be lagging others. 

 

The effects of such restrictions are showing up in the drastic reduction in 
population mobility for most ASEAN countries in recent weeks. Singapore is a 
stark exception, with loosening of some restriction measures due to the 
flattening pandemic curve. Elsewhere, however, the populations are moving 
at just around 40-60% of the pre-pandemic levels, suggesting considerable 
impact on the economies if the situation does not come under control soon. 

 
Source: OCBC, Apple. Note: Data tracks the mobility changes in the capital cities of 

these countries, with the exception of HCMC for Vietnam. 

https://www.ocbc.com/iwov-resources/sg/ocbc/gbc/pdf/regional%20focus/malaysia/dotsplots.malaysia.emco.2jul21.pdf
https://www.ocbc.com/iwov-resources/sg/ocbc/gbc/pdf/regional%20focus/malaysia/dotsplots.malaysia.emco.2jul21.pdf
https://www.ocbc.com/iwov-resources/sg/ocbc/gbc/pdf/regional%20focus/indonesia/dotsplots.indonesia.restrictions.1jul21.pdf
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The on-and-off cycle of pandemic surges and related restriction measures is 
unfortunately going to remain a feature for most economies in the near term. 
While vaccination efforts have been ramping up earnestly, achieving any 
pretension of herd immunity would remain a distant goal for now for 
countries in the region, with the exception of Singapore. 

 
Source: OCBC, Our World in Data. Note: Due to different reporting timelines, data for 

some countries might be lagging others. 
 

The fact that two shots are required for most vaccines to be deemed fully 
effective complicates the inoculation efforts, apart from supply shortage, 
vaccine hesitancy and the lack of existing healthcare infrastructure to roll it 
out. On top of that, news that some vaccines may work less well against the 
Delta variant does not help too. Still, for countries like Malaysia, crossing the 
10% threshold of full vaccination per capita marks a psychological boost. In 
what remains a long marathon, any progress is good progress. 

 
Source: OCBC, Our World in Data. Note: Due to different reporting timelines, data for 

some countries might be lagging others. 

https://www.reuters.com/world/china/indonesia-thailand-consider-booster-shots-amid-doubts-over-sinovac-vaccine-2021-07-08/
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herein has been compiled from sources believed to be reliable and we have taken all reasonable care to ensure that the information contained in 
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publication may not be suitable for investment by all investors. Any opinion or estimate contained in this report is subject to change without 
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opinion or estimate. This publication may cover a wide range of topics and is not intended to be a comprehensive study or to provide any 
recommendation or advice on personal investing or financial planning. Accordingly, they should not be relied on or treated as a substitute for 
specific advice concerning individual situations. Please seek advice from a financial adviser regarding the suitability of any investment product 
taking into account your specific investment objectives, financial situation or particular needs before you make a commitment to purchase the 
investment product. OCBC Bank, its related companies, their respective directors and/or employees (collectively “Related Persons”) may or 
might have in the future interests in the investment products or the issuers mentioned herein. Such interests include effecting transactions in 
such investment products, and providing broking, investment banking and other financial services to such issuers. OCBC Bank and its Related 
Persons may also be related to, and receive fees from, providers of such investment products. 

This report is intended for your sole use and information. By accepting this report, you agree that you shall not share, communicate, distribute, 
deliver a copy of or otherwise disclose in any way all or any part of this report or any information contained herein (such report, part thereof and 
information, “Relevant Materials”) to any person or entity (including, without limitation, any overseas office, affiliate, parent entity, subsidiary 
entity or related entity) (any such person or entity, a “Relevant Entity”) in breach of any law, rule, regulation, guidance or similar. In particular, 
you agree not to share, communicate, distribute, deliver or otherwise disclose any Relevant Materials to any Relevant Entity that is subject to the 
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